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What  the  Traffic  Says  About  Itself 


When  a man  cannot  defend  the  natural  product  of  his  own  w^ork 
— when  an  institution  studies  to  evade  responsibility  for  its  offspring, 
then,  to  say  the  least,  there  is  something  seriously  wrong.  Lives 
there  a man  who,  though  ever  so  degraded,  is  degraded  enough  to 
attempt  a justification  of  the  natural  product  of  the  ‘Xiquor  Traffic  ?” 

An  Oute-^aged  Pwbiic. 

The  brewers,  moved  b}-  that  fear  of  the  “piohibition  wave” 
which  is  now  a shiver  in  the  bones  of  those  who  deal  in  alcoholic 
beverages,  are  making  an  apparent  effort  to  be  good.  The  awaken- 
ing is  taivhv  Never  before  has  any  “liquor  interest”  heeded  public 
clamor.  Their  attitude  has  been  defiant.  Did  a community  start 
to  combat  dives  along  its  water  fronts  ? Immediately  it  had  to  fight 
not  onlv  the  owners  of  these  dives  but  the  entire  liquor  interests. 
The  process  of  ruin  was  good  for  trade.  Beaten  at  every  turn  by 
the  liquor  interests  and  their  political  followers,  outraged  “Public 
Opfinion”  has  now  arisen  to  destro}*  the  “traffic.”  The  liquor  men 
have  brought  the  trouble  on  themselves.” 

The  following  is  what  the  traffic  sa_vs  about  itself. 

Gr>ave  §r%roa.ds  ors  our  Business. 

“During  the  past  twelve  months  the  prohibitionists  havk 
MADE  GRAVE  INROADS  ON  OUR  BUSINEvSS.  I call  Say  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  during  the  past  year  we  have  had 
more  troubles  confront  us  than  during  the  entire  period  of  our  exist 
ence.” — (President  Taylor  of  the  National  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers 
of  America  in  his  report  to  the  12th  Annual  Convention  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.) 

This  is  perhaps  the  best  authority  that  the  pre.seiit  movement 
is  restricting  the  “traffic.” 

Prohibition  Wave  the  Harvest  of  Tears. 

“This  growdiig  disrespect  for  the  Saloons  is  the  harvest  of  tears, 
ripened  by  the  lurid  glare  of  thousands  of  nights  of  hellish  debauch- 
ery.”—Wholesale  and  Retailers  Review,  San  Fran. 

Saloon  Doomed  to  Extinction. 

“The  Saloon  has  discredited  personal  liberty  and  has  made  it  a 
term  of  reproach  rather  than  something  to  conjure  with.  In  the 
name  of  personal  liberty  saloons  have  been  run  in  violation  of  law 


and  decency  until  it  looKvS  now  as  if  the;c  were  doomed  to  extinc- 
tion, except  in  onr  larger  cities.  A sufficient  percentage  of  such 
places  have  been  badly  conducted — that  is,  have  l^een  disorderly, 
liave  sold  to  intoxicated  men,  have  sold  to  women  and  to  minors, 
have  conducted  gambling  adjuncts,  have  kept  open  after  legal  hours 
and  on  Sundays, — to  create  a hostit.k  sentiment  that  has 

CKVSTAEiZED  INTO  A War  OP  EXTERMINATION,  and  save  in  larger 
places,  the  saloon  as  a factor  in  “Society”  would  seem  to  be  doomed. 
This  is  a big  admission,  but  the  facts  demand  the  admission,  that 
our  trade  may  properly  grasp  the  situation.” — (Bomforts  Wine  and 
Spirit  Circular,  September  lOth,  ’08.) 

Fos’feited  St’s  Right  to  Live. 

“Any  man  who  knows  the  saloons  well,  can  honestly  say  that  the 
most  of  them  have  forfeited  the  right  to  live.  Unfortunately  the 
average  tippling  house  is  a place  of  ill-fame,  a place  of  debauchery. 
With  comparatively  few  exceptions  our  saloons  are  houses  of 
drunken  men,  profanity  and  obscenity  of  the  vilest  possible  type.” 
— (Wholesale  and  Retailers  Review,  San  Francisco.) 

Things  Gould  IMot  Be  Much  Wor*se. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Sunstein  at  the  National  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealer’s 
Association  said  in  part : “it  is  conceded  that  the  liquor  trade  of 
^this  countiw  has  never  before  experienced  such  adverse  conditions 
by  reason  of  agitation  against  the  business,  as  during  the  past  two 
years  . . . No  branch  of  the  liquor  business  is  free  from  apprehen- 
sion . . . Things  could  not  be  much  worse.” 

The  Traffic  says  it  has  no  right  to  live.  Who  then  shall 
defend  it  ? 

Justice  Draws  Her  Sword. 

It  is  simply  because  the  law  of  retribution  is  inexorable,  and 
because  ^hat  for  every  wrong  done  to  one’s  fellowman  some  one 
must  pay,  even  if  that  wrong  run  unpunished  “unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generation.”  The  saloon  as  it  exists — an  evil  in  itself,  and  a 
nucleus  for  evil  the  worst  that  can  be  conceived.  The  .saloons 
must  pass.” 


